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oring your patriotism is to take steps now that
are aggressive, tough, unrelenting, and worthy
of what you have done for your country. I will
do my best to do just that.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. at Wharf
#3 at the Alameda Naval Air Station. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rear Adm. Merrill W. Ruck,
USN, Commander, Naval Base San Francisco;
and Rear Adm. Steven R. Briggs, USN, Acting
Commander, Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

Statement on North American Free Trade Agreement Supplemental
Accords
August 13, 1993

I am pleased that the United States, Mexico,
and Canada have reached agreement on the
supplemental accords to the North American
Free Trade Agreement.

Last fall, I pledged that I would not submit
NAFTA to Congress until my administration ad-
dressed shortfalls in the areas of environmental
protection, worker rights, and import surges.
Early this morning we fulfilled that promise.
Today I pledge my strongest commitment to
a major effort this fall to secure NAFTA’s pas-
sage.

With the completion of the side accords, we
have turned NAFTA into a pathbreaking trade
agreement. NAFTA is strongly in the interest
of the United States. This agreement helps our
workers, our environment, our businesses, and
our consumers.

With these agreements on environmental
quality and labor standards, the North American

Free Trade Agreement has become a fair trade
agreement as well.

NAFTA will create thousands of high paying
American jobs by unlocking access to Mexico,
a growing market of 90 million people that thirst
for American products and services. The old
rules marked by high trade barriers and pref-
erences for companies manufacturing in Mexico
have been pushed aside. In their place NAFTA
establishes a level playing field, low tariffs, and
a tough mechanism for resolving environmental
and labor problems.

NAFTA is part of my broad economic strategy
to gear the American economy for a changing
world, to channel change for the benefit of
working men and women. I look forward to
working with the Congress and the American
people to make NAFTA a reality.

Remarks on Signing the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 in Denver
August 13, 1993

Thank you very much. Thank you very much,
Senator Campbell, ladies and gentlemen. I am
delighted to be back in Colorado. I’ll be back
tomorrow and the next day and the next day.
I really wanted to come here for this bill signing
because not only of the wilderness, and it’s im-
portant to me personally, but also because this
effort reflects what I think our country needs
more of: people who are willing to go after
something and stay after it as long as it takes,
and people in the end who are willing to sit
down and reason together and work together
and feel that they’re stronger when they reach

agreement rather than weaker. I hope, as Sen-
ator Brown characterized this process, I’d like
to bring it to more of the problems our great
Nation faces, although I hope none of them
take 12 years to resolve. [Laughter]

I do want to thank all of the members of
the Colorado delegation, without regard to party,
for their work here. I especially thank Congress-
man Skaggs, my good friend Pat Schroeder, and
Senator Campbell, and Senator Brown. And
there are others who are not here. I want to
say a special word of thanks to my friend of
now more than 20 years, Senator Gary Hart,
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